1.

4.

To practice for the actual GED® Tests, you can take the following four tests.
When you take the tests, follow the same time limits you will face on the

follow the same Hme SE=

actual tests.
o Reasoning through Language Axts, 53 Questions and Extended
Response, 2.5 Hours, Pages 570-591
o First Gection—30 minutes: reading and Janguage skills
o Second Gection—45 minutes: extended written response to tWo pas-
sages
o Break—10 minutes
o Third Gection—65 minutes: reading and language skills
e Mathematical Reasoning, 46 Questions, 1 Hour, 55 Minutes, Pages
593-605
o First Section—™0 calculator allowed

o Second Sectiorxm—calculator allowed

o Social Studies, 34 Questions, 1 Hous, 10 Minutes, Pages 606—-617
e Science, 36 Questions, 1.5 Hours, Pages 618-629

Just as on the actual tests, you will work with a variety of formats:

o For the multiple-choice questions, you may fill in the circles next t0
the correct answers in this book, or you can write your answers on a

separate piece of paper.

e For other formats, directions will indicate where you can write in
boxes, write O\ lines, or place 2 dot on a specific place ona graphic.

e You can write Short Answers Ot the Science Test and the Extended
Response o1t the Reasoning through Language Arts Teston 2 computer 0%,
if one is not available, on & sheet of paper:

NOTE: Writing your responses on a computer 18 preferable because you
will be composing your responses on a computer when you take the GED®
Test. However, if you do not have a computer available when you take
fhese tests, write your responses on paper sO that you canl evaluate your
writing samples.

You MAY use your calculator beginning on page 595 of the Mathematics
Test and as needed dwring the Science and Social Studies Tests:

Check your answers using the Practice Test Answers and Explanations that
begin on page 712 and fill in the Practice Test Foaluation Charts. These
charts will allow you to see which study areas may otill need work.

Confirm your readiness to take fhe actual GED® Test.
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Questions 1 through 6 refer to the following
excerpt from an article. '

Excerpteqd from “Sizing Up
the Interviewey»

2 Their e-mail. Yoy can tell a lot about
your interviewer by his or her e-mail mes-

and style. Byt it stiil remains for you to
check him or her oyt face~to-face.

70 ' g GED® Practice Tests

answers, And, for heaven’s sake, don’t
touch that desk!



1. The purpose of this article is 10 5. Arrange the following boxes in order from
first to last in the order they appear in the

O A, raise awareness about incompetent
passage.

interviewers

o B, describe types of interviewers and how to
approach them “
O C. guarantee a perfect interview with an

employer “

3 D. explain how 10 email an interviewer

2. Which of the following is & generalizaﬂon m
made in paragraph 1 but NOT supported with
evidence?

O A Your “feelings” can be honed into a use-
ful tool for gauging the personality and
character of interviewers.

o B. An interviewer’s office can tell you @ great
deal about that interviewer.

¢ C. Our ability to “read” others makes us
sorm instant, lifelong relationships with
some people.

¢; D. There is more than one type of clue you
can use to gauge the personality of your
interviewer.

A. The author claims that an interviewer'’s
email style tells you something about
that interviewer.

B. The author claims that the arrangement
of an interviewer’s office tells you some-
thing about that interviewer.

C. The author makes a,generalization about
how your ability o “read” an interviewer

can be useful.

D. The author cites spegcific evidence about
why an interviewer’s email style may be

helpful to you.

3. Which of the following are contrasted in this
passage?

Oy A, interviewers who welcome questions
about themselves and those who do not
o B. interviewers who frequently use email

6. Which of the foliowing best summarizes the
author’s main point?

and interviewers who do not & A. You should never respond to an inter-
O C. interviewers who ask difficult guestions viewer who expects crisp answers with a
and interviewers who ask very few ques- rambling story about yourself.
tions & B. You should focus on details when
O D. interviewers with homey, comfortable attempting to understand your inter-
offices and interviewers whose offices viewer, since details are important.
seem less welcoming & C. You should help your interviewer get to
4. Which of the following is an assumption the Iér;?c\:\;es;:;t:\gurmg the interview and
author of this passage makes? & D. You should try to understand your inter-
o1 A Interviewers have some influence of con- viewer's personality and tailor your
trol over their office arrangements. responses 10 him or her accordingly-

¢ B. Because email can be impersonal, itisa
poor way to communicate with a poten-
tial employer.

O C. Managers who enjoy chatting informally
with employees never have large desks in
the middle of their offices.

& D. In preparing for @ job interview, it is more
important to “read” your interviewer than
to research the company where you have
applied t0 work.
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Questions 7 through 12 refer to the following

excerpt from a short story.

keep herself feeling proud of the way she
kept her children. Time was, he gave them
kisses for toting his bucket. But the day
Cleo brazenly said, [ don’t want a kiss, |
want a copper, the rest of them shame.-

Pa couldn’t bring himself to tell Mama,
She would have Wrung out of him that Cleo
had been the one started it. And Cleo was
his eldest. A man who loved his wife
couldn’t help loving his first-born best, the
child of his fiercest passion. When that first-
born was 3 girl, she could trample on his
heart, and he would swear on g stack of
Bibles that it didn’t hurt.

The sisters put their coppers in their
pinafore pockets and skipped back through

Lily clapped her hands to her eyes, “
doesn’t want to bet you,” she implored.
ain’t fixing to see you fall.”

Serena saig Severely, “You bust your
neck, you see jf Mama don’t bust it again,”

Charity sajid tremulously, “Cleo, what
would us do if oyr sister was dead?”

Cleo saw herself dressed up fine as
Josie Beauchamp, Stretched out in g coffin
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“You hold my copper, Charity. And if |
die, you can have it.”

Lily opened two of her fingers and
Peeped through the crack. “Cleo, I'lj give
you mine if you don’t make me see you
hanging upside down.” was one thing to
hear Cleo tel) about herself. it was another
thing to see her fixing to kill herself,

“Me, too,” said Serena, with g little sob,
more for the Copper than for Cleo, whom
she briefly hateq for compelling unneces-
Sary sacrifice,

Dorothy West, oxcerpt from The Living is Easy. Copyright 1948,
©1975 by Dorothy West, Reprinted with the permission of The
Permissions Company, Inc., on behalf of The Feminist Press at the
City University of New York, www.feministpress.org.



7. Which of the following would Cleo probably

enjoy?

) A. jumping from a roof before an audience
O B. sewing clothes with her mother

& C. reading a good book

<> D. treating her sisters to candy

. Whose point of view is explained by this quote
from paragraph 27 “A man who loved his wife
couldn’t help loving his first-born best, the
child of his fiercest passion.”

& A. Cleo’s

& B. Mama’s

) C. the narrator’s
o D.Pa’s

9. Arrange the following plot elements in order

from the earliest 1o the latest.

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

A. Cleo envisions her own funeral.

B. Cleo’s sisters offer her their coppers.

C. One day Cleo said that she did not
want a kiss but wanted a copper
instead.

D. Cleo asks her sisters to bet on

whether she can swing from her
feet in an oak tree.

10. Why did Serena offer Cleo her own copper?

O A. Serena wanted Cleo to get in trouble for
taking the others’ money.

) B. Serena had placed a bet that Cleo
could not swing from the oak tree.

& C. Serena felt that she had no choice but
to give Cleo her copper to stop Cleo
from doing something unsafe.

(; D. Serena wanted to show how much she
loved her sister.

11.

12.

What is meant by the foliowing quote from
paragraph 1? “Most times Pa had a struggle
to dig down so deep.”

O A. It was difficult for Pa to find it within
himself to be generous.

Oy B. Pa had so few coins that they were usu-
ally far down in his pockets.

> C. Pa often searched for reasons not to
give coppers to Cleo and her sisters.

o D. Pa could not really afford to give Cleo
and her sisters money.

Which of the following statements best
describes the theme of the passage?

O A. Cleo is wrong to take advantage of her
sisters and her father.

U B. Cleo’s boldness and her family’s love
for her sometimes make them feel pow-
erless to resist her.

& C. Cleo’s longing to be loved makes her
vuinerable.

& D. Cleo and her sisters are becoming
greedy as they learn how to extract
money from each other and from their
parents.
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Questions 13 through 16 refer to the following

paragraphs.
Painting a Room
Would you like to redecorate a room in your

home? Painting [seiect,.. - | new look. First, remove
the furniture, or move it to the center of the room
and cover it with drop cloths. Prepare the room

DY (select....-) @ coat of primer if necessary.

Now you’re ready to paint. Use a brush to
paint a clean line along all edges where paint
stops, such as where the wall meets the door
frame, and in places where the ceiling meets a
wall of a different color. This is called “cutting in.”

The next step [seect...." | to paint the room in
the following order: ceiling, walls, trim, doors,
and windows. Put no more than 3/4 of an inch
of paint in the paint pan. Run your roller through
the paint, being careful not to overload the roller.
Apply paint to the ceiling and walls in a “W” or

“Z" zigzag pattern.

Spread the paint evenly by rolling either side
to side or up and down, using gentle strokes so
as not to leave roller marks. After finishing an
area, look for spots you [seec....* | over them with
your relatively dry roller.

574 Ié GED® Practice Tests

13. Painting (select....-j new look.

O A. is a fast inexpensive way to give that
room a hole

© B. are a fast, and inexpensive way to give
that room a whole

© C. is a fast and inexpensive way to giving
that room a whole

O D. is a fast and inexpensive way to give
that room a whole

14. Prepare the room by [seiec... | @ coat of primer
if line break necessary.

O A. stripping paint and excess wallpaper,
fill cracks, and add

O B. strip paint and wallpaper, fill cracks,
and add

© C. stripping paint and wallpaper, fill
cracks, and adding

O D. stripping paint and wallpaper, filling
cracks, and adding



15. The next step {Select..s”} to paint the room in 16. After finishing an area, 100K for spots you
the following order: ceiling, walls, trim, doors, e - over them with your relatively dry

and windows.

O A, was . missed, and go

o B. being . missed, and going
oC.is . missed go

o D. had been _ missed, but go
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Questions 17 through 29 refer to the fo!lowing
Passage,

'Starting a Community Garden

(A)
(1) In many cities, neighborhoog groups are
forming Community g i

hood more beautify. 3) If yoy (Select....™ people
are truly interested jn the project. @) If they are,
danize g Meeting of interested people, ang

Or
choose SOmeone to he the garden Coordinator.

Z€n groups, ang private businesses are all
potentia| Sponsors.

) '% GED® Practice Tests

(D)
(12) After choosing a site, the group of
gardeners Needs to decige how to Organize the



17. These gardens iselec....” 10 work with nature

.

while making the neighborhood more
beautiful.

o A, is an ideal way for both children, and
adults

are an ideal way for both children and
adults v
are an ideal way for both children, and
adulits,

ideal, since both children and adults

U B.
o C.

oD.
<] people are truly interested in

the project.
O A.

will like to start a community garden,
first determine whether

would like to start a community garden,
first determine whether

would like to start a community garden
first determine whether

would like to start a community garden,
first determine weather ’

O B.

© C.

o D.

19.

20.

Which sentence would be most effective if
inserted at the beginning of paragraph C?

o A. Next, choose a site for the garden.

0 B. Land use is a very significant factor.

O C. We all know that you are going to need
land for your garden.

o D. Learn about the history of your site.

Which of the following would improve the
effectiveness of paragraph A?

O A. Start a new paragraph before
sentence 2.

Start a new paragraph before
sentence 3.

Combine sentences 2 and 3 into &
compound sentence.

Combine paragraphs A and B.

O B.
O C.

O D.
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Directions: Based on both passages on pages 578 and 579, write a résponse to the prompt on page 579.
This task may take up to 45 minutes to complete,

Passage A: Why Physical Education Should No Longer Be
a Requirement for Graduation

This is the text of Councilwoman Juanita Sanchez’s speech
at last week’s school board meeting.

The job market is increasingly competitive. Because of this, we must ensure that our students’
education fully prepares them to succeed in the future. A limited budget and limited time during

support the proposal to eliminate physical education as a core requirement for high school gradua-
tion in our district. :

Time spent completing physical education requirements is time away from more productive

educational pursuits. While our state’s standardized test scores have continued to tise in past
years, we are still seeing results that are below average in both mathematics and reading. Added

music, art, and theater classes are offered as electives. Thus, this outdated requirement will no
longer get in the way of more academically important pursuits.
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passage B: Physical Education is an important Requirement for Students
Letter from concerned parent pUbh’shed in the City Journal newspaper

No one would disagree that preparing our students for a successful futuré is essential. Changes
need to be made in order to help our children compete for college scholarships and career
advancement. But as we make these changes, wWe have to be careful not to cause more harm than
good. The current proposa\ places us in danger of damaging successful programs in our efforts t0
make improvements.

Having & healthy lifestyle is at least as important to @ happy and successful future as mathematics
and reading skills are. We currently are in the middle of an epidemic of health problems caused by
lack of physical fitness among the children in our community. In our state, almost 20 percent of
children between the ages of 12 and 18 are classified as obese. And obesity is linked to @ number
of life threatening health problems including diabetes and heart disease. Thus, this is @ trend that

we must make every effort 1o reverse.

programs 10 offer healthier junch choices for students have already been introduced. 1t would be
ridiculous to NOW eliminate requirements that teach our children about other aspects of healthy liv-
ing. What good is longer time spent in so-called “core classes” if students aren’t heaithy enough
to fully partioipate’?

{ understand that the School Board members have students’ best interests at heart. And | agree
that itis important 10 find ways 1o improve the math and reading scores of our students.
Unfortunately, the current plan to eliminate physical education will do much more harm than good.
There is a reason PE. has been 2 part of our school curriculum for SO many years!

Write an Extended Response to Both 9355?993, T

\While Councilwoman ganchez makes her case for the penefits of jiminating physical .
education from the required curriculum, the editorial response identifies ,_the_}d(awpacks
this proposal. [N

in your response, analyze both the speech and the editorial. Explain which position you
pelieve is best supported by its advocate. Use relevant and spegcific evidence from both
sources to support your response.

Type your response on & computer, if one is available. if one is not available, write your
response neatly on paper. This task may require approximately 45 minutes 10 complete.

Use the Reasoning through Languageé Aris Extended Responsé Evaluation Guide,’;:j;
on page 730 to evaluate your response.

You may take @ 10-minute preak betore proceed'mg.
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Questions 21 through 27 refer to the following
book excerpt,

Excerpted from Smay Business 4 In the long run, the Detroijt automakers
for Dummijes learned the hard way that getting your
1 The domestic automakers haqg a huge product right the first time is less costly

Market share Coming into the 1 970s but, and more profitable than retrenching to play
unfortunatety were Upsetting Customers Jeft Catch-up Customers aren’t stupid and if
and right. The etroit auto Manufacturers you continually sej| them shoddy Mmerchan
were able to keep thejr costs low ang prof- dise (espeCJaHy when better Merchandise jg
its high in part by Producing sub-par cars. available from othet Sources), they won’t
Sure, thejr cars looked nice on the auto Come back the hext time they’re in the mar-
dealer’s Jot but after g short time i use, ket for the products an Services you haye
many of the U.S.-manufactured cars devel- - to offer. What'’s more, they’|l tgj] others of
oped far more problems than their foreign their lousy eXperience with your company,

5 Although the Major U.8, automakers
ultimately got their act together in the
990s ang have stopped the erosion of
market share, they stiil feg| the financiaj

pain from the millions of Customers they
2 The chief bean counters and the man- alienated and lost to foreign Competitors in
agement of the major .S, automakers the two preceding decades.
weren’t CO”SfdefinQ the bigger ijtur e when From Smay Business for Dummies by Eric Tyson and Jim Schel),
they analyzed theijr Companies’ financial Foster City, Caiir.: 1pg Books, 2000,
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21, The passage states that in the 19708 and
1980s, the management of the major u.S.
automakers was 100 focused on which of

the following?

O A attractiveness of the cars they
manufaotured

o B. after-sales service

o C. manufactur‘mg shoddy merchandise

oD. ghort-term proﬂtabi\ity

According 0 the passade which of the
following is @ lesson {earned by the Detroil
automakers?

22.

o A. Getting your product right the first ime
is more proﬂtab\e than fixing mistakes

O B. gervicing your product is not proﬁtab\e
and therefore unimp .

0GC. Bankruptcy is proﬁtab\e for large COM~
panies due 1o government pailouts.

oD, ltis easy to win back customers a
company has lostto @ competitor-

03, What do the authors suggest was one of the
goals of foreign automakers’?

Foreigh automakers

O A studied and then improved on the
design of U.S. cars

0B. deliperately underpnced their cars 10

geta share of the U.S. market

wanted 10 pbuild quality cars with few

repair problems

O D. put short-term proﬁtab'ﬂ'tty above all
else

o4. The author uses the phrase «chief bean
counters” most probab_\y in order 10

OA. underscore the fact that customers will
they have had a poor
rain company

o C.

O B. argué that foreign automakers provided

petter customer gervice than U.S-

25.

26.

. Latey, the authors advise:

Which of the following are causes, and
which are offects? Place the following four
causes and effects into the table below:

A U.S. automakers ma
tow quality.
B.A customer chooses not to do business
with & company.
~ A customer has a bad experience when
doing business with @ company.
D.U.S. automakers lost business to
foreign automakers in the 19708

Which of the following pest describes the
authors’ tone toward u.S. automakers?

o A critical

., B. proud

w G approving

. D. arrogant

«pg a small-
pusiness owne, remember that if you don’t
get your produc’t right the first time, You may
not have @ second chance.”

Based on this information and the excerpt,

who did get @ second chance?

oA US. automakers

., B. foreign automakers
G, sma\\-business owners
. D. the govemment

|18
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10

11

12

Excerpted from «The Twing”»

After g while, there was g rng at the
ack door. The Children SCampered jn from
the garden, whie Jennie answered the ring.

“Baker,” said the man,
“Oh, ¥es,” saig Jennie: “wait, get my
Purse.”
hearing the soyng of Jennig’s small—change
as she, Presumap; » Paid the baker's man,
Ina Moment, Marjie wag by my Side,
“Hallo,” | said,
Marjie dig not answer.

“Hallo, Marjie,” | said, “H
to keep me Company»»

ave you come
“Listen,” said little Marjie in a whisper,
looking over her shoulder. “Listen.»
“Yes,” | said.

She looked over her shoulder again, as jf
afraid her Mother might come in.

“Will yoy give me ha!f~a-crown?” whis-
pered Marjie, hofding Out her hang.

“I want it,” said Marjie, looking furtivery
behind her again,

“Would your mummy want You to haye
it?” | sajq.

’{ GED® Practice Tests

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

“Give me ha!f—a-crown,” said Marjie,

“Id rather not,” | sajq. “But if tey you
What, i buy you a-"

say to SOMmeone,
Presently, Jennie Came jn, !ooking upset,

“Oh,” she said, hope You didn’t feg
hurt, | only wanteq to pay the baker, and |
hadn’t enough Change, He hadn’t any either;
SO just on the Spur of the Moment | sent

arjie for g loan of hah‘-a—crown till tonight,
But | Shouldn’t have done it. I never borrow
anything as g rule.”

Message gy wrong; | thought She wanteq it
for herself and that You wouldnt like that,

“Oh, they never ask for Money,” saiq
Jennie, Would never allow them to ask for
anything. They never do that.»

“Pm sure they don’t,” said, ﬂoundering
a bit,

By Muriel Spark, from ALL THE STORIES OF MUy,
tight © 1953, 1 957, 1 958, 1967 , 1964, X
1995, 1 996, 1997 by Murig) Spark, Copyrfght © 1985 b,
Administration Limited, Reprinteg by Permission of New Directiong
Puinshing Corp,



28. What does Marjie’s looking over her shoul-

29.

30.

31.

32.

der suggest to the narrator?
The narrator thinks Marjie

© A. is imagining what she’ll do with the
money

O B. has forgotten something in the other
room

O C. is shy and lacks confidence

O D. is hoping her mother won't hear her

asking for money

Which of the following becomes evident dur-
ing the discussion between Jennie and the
narrator?

& A. Jennie knows the narrator wanted to
lend her the money.

O B. Jennie can’t believe that the narrator
wouldn’t lend her the money.

© C. Jennie is perplexed when the narrator
blames Marjie.

D, The narrator and Jennie eventually for-
get the misunderstanding.

If Jennie were criticized by her boss at work,
what would she most likely do?

G A. resent it in silence

O B. discuss it defensively
© C. not take it seriously
O D. argue forcefully

The first person point of view allows the
reader to know

U A. the narrator’s thoughts

¢ B. the thoughts and actions of all
characters

U C. only the actions of the narrator

© D. Marjie’s opinions about the narrator

What kind of relationship do Jennie and the
narrator have?

U A. They are cool and indifferent to each
other. ‘

O B. They frequently disagree on matters.

U C. They know each other but are not
close.

0 D. Jennie takes advantage of the narrator.

33. Which of the following best describes the sit-

34,

uation presented in this excerpt?

O A. humorous

O B. sad

O C. uncomfortable
O D. sentimental

Match the following descriptions with the
characters they best describe.

Marjie

Jennie

Narrator

Obedient

Diplomatic

Proud
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Questions 35 through 41 refer to the following

passage and graphic.

How Should We Measure the
Rate of Poverty?

The rate of poverty appears to be
increasing. Each year, the U.S. Census
Bureau estimates the rate of poverty, or how
many people in the U.S. are living in poverty.
According to the Census Bureau, about 15.9
percent of the U.S. population was poor in
2011. That was a 15.3 percent increase over
2010. Moreover, the rate of poverty rose
each year from 2007 to 2011.

It has been argued that the estimated
rate of poverty is too low—that, in fact,
more Americans are poor. To understand
this, it is important first to understand how
the Census Bureau determines who is
poor. The Bureau surveys people about
their income and then compares that
income to the official “poverty threshold”
(often called the “poverty line”). This pover-
ty threshold varies depending on age,
family size, and number of children. For
example, in 2011 the poverty threshold for
a single individual under 65 was $11,702.
For a family of four, it was $23,021.

5

Some researchers have argued that these
poverty thresholds do not account for taxes,
living expenses, medical costs, or differences
in cost of living. For example, in a major city,
higher rents may leave individuals with less
money for food. If the poverty thresholds
were adjusted to account for these consider-
ations, the estimated rate of poverty might
be higher.

A panel of experts has proposed a differ-
ent measure of poverty, which they call the
Supplemental Poverty Measure, or SPM.
The graph below shows what percentage of
people are living in poverty as measured by
the official poverty threshold and compares
it to the percentage of people who would be
considered poor by the SPM.

Why does it matter how many people are
considered poor by the Census Bureau?
One answer is that the Bureau’s estimate of
the rate of poverty is used by the federal
government to allot resources to states and
local communities. Local governments also
use the estimate to figure out how many
people are eligible for anti-poverty programs.

Poverty Rates Using Two Measures for Total Population
and by Age Group, 2011

20

15

Percent

10

Official*
SPM

All Under

18 to 64
years

65 years

People 18 years and clder

*Includes unrelated individuals under age 15.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2012 Annual Social and
Economic Supplement

Adapted with permission from the U.S. Census Bureau

584 I% GED® Practice Tests



35.

36.

37.

38.

Which of the following best states the main
idea of the passage and graph?

U A, The Census Bureau uses a set of pov-
erty thresholds to determine the rate of
poverty.

© B. If the Census Bureau adopted the
SPM, the estimate of the rate of pov-
erty among seniors would increase.

© C. There may be more people in poverty
than the Census Bureau official
estimate suggests.

< D. It is important that the government take
action to combat poverty.

Which of the following is a supporting detall,
rather than a main idea, in paragraph 1?

© A. The rate of poverty rose each year from
2007 to 2011.

& B. The rate of poverty appears to be
increasing.

> C. The Census Bureau may underestimate
the number of people living in poverty.

< D. Differences in cost of living should be
accounted for in how the government
measures poverty.

How does the bar graph support the infor-
mation in the passage?

© A. The bar graph supports the claim that
some people who do not think they are
poor may actually be poor.

© B. The bar graph supports the claim that
the government should do more to
combat poverty. :

& C. The bar graph supports the claim that a
different way to measure poverty would
produce a different estimate of the rate
of poverty.

« D. The bar graph supports the claim that
15.9% of people in the U.S. were poor
in 2011.

Which of the following describes a cause and
effect relationship mentioned in the passage?

© A. The poverty thresholds cause individu-
als to have lower income.

« B. The Census Bureau’s estimated rate of
poverty can cause government officials
to care about poverty.

« C. Higher rents can cause people to have
less money for food.

U D. The SPM would cause more money to
be spent on programs for senior citizens.

39. Place each of the factors below into the col-

umn that best describes it. You may or may
not fill up each column.

Estimates that
would be higher
if the SPM were
adopted

Estimates that would be
lower if the SPM were
adopted

the overall rate of poverty

the rate of poverty among people 65 and older

the rate of poverty among people under 18

the rate of poverty among people 18-64

40. A student reviewed this passage and graph

41.

and then said: “it’s clear to me that if the
Census Bureau adopted the SPM, then local
governments would get significantly more
federal money to spend on anti-poverty
programs.” Which of the following best
describes the flaw in the student’s
reasoning?

© A. The student has confused the causes
of poverty with the effects of poverty.

« B. The student has overlooked the fact
that other factors might impact how
much money local governments receive
from the federal government.

> C. The student has overlooked the possi-
bility that not all local governments
work to combat poverty.

 D. The student has overlooked the fact
that other countries have even higher
rates of poverty.

This piece was most likely written by some-
one who

U A, worries that the government spends
too much money on anti-poverty pro-
grams

U B. thinks poverty is too emotional a topic
to be discussed publicly

© C. wants governmental actions to be
based on an accurate estimate of the
rate of poverty

U D. thinks that there is little that govern-
ment can do about poverty
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Directions: Questions 42 through 45 refer to the
following two passages.

Glenwood Community Improvement Council
Member:

As a member of the Glenwood Community
Improvement Council, | fully support spending
money to beautify our public parks. Over the last
few years, several of our community parks have
fallen into disrepair. Walking paths through the
parks are not clearly marked, graffiti is visible on
picnic shelters, and garden areas are overgrown
with weeds. My neighbors tell me that they do
not visit our parks because of the parks’ condi-
tion. Some even said that they worry the parks
are dangerous! We should spend money io
ensure that our parks are good places to spend
time with your family.

Improving and maintaining the parks would
have a positive effect on crime and vandalism. If
the parks are established as a source of pride for

“all of the community, vandals will be less likely to
deface them. Well-maintained basketball and
volleyball courts, picnic areas, and special
events such as concerts in the parks would pro-
vide activities for the whole town and help nelgh~
bors spend time together.

Furthermore, beautiful public spaces are
essential to community pride. Without communi-
ty pride, Glenwood residents and others are
unlikely to invest in creating and supporting
small businesses. And small businesses are the
heart of a thriving community. We must present
Glenwood as a beautiful place to live in order to
attract successful entrepreneurs from the sur-
rounding area. if we do so, our investment in the
parks will quickly pay for itself. Thus, we must
improve our public parks.
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Concerned Local Business Owner:

| think | speak for most of the business own-
ers in Glenwood when | say that spending
money to improve parks would be a complete
waste of resources. The parks are not popular,
and we do not know that they would become
popular after being improved.

If we want a shining example of our town’s
successes to attract businesses, our growing
business district is all we need! In the last four
years, six hew businesses have moved into
vacant locations on Main Street. On top of that,
several restaurants and shops downtown have
survived the recent economic downturn and are
now seeing more customers.

The city should do more to support these
businesses. We should spend money to improve
the infrastructure and appearance of the down-
town business district. Improvements could be
made to streetlights, signs, and building exteri-
ors along our historic Main Street. We also cur-
rently are not able to plant public flower beds or
clean and maintain the sidewalks. Investments in
these areas would make downtown inviting to
both customers and small business owners.

Beautifying our town is important if we want
economic growth. But we should make sure that
our beautification efforts are in the most impor-
tant places. Clearly, beautifying downtown would
help us build a healthy local economy. And once
we have done so, then we can put money
toward our parks.



42.

43.

The topic of both passages is

O A. the best way to enjoy public spaces

> B. what businesses should exist in
Glenwood

O C. whether peautification projects create
economic growth

& D. how best to spend public money

The writers of the passages disagree about
which of the following claims about
Glenwood Public Parks?

G A. They arein @ state of disrepair.

o B. They are a current source of pride for
the community.

¢ C. Improving them is a good use of funds
right now.

¢, D. Park activities can lower the amount of
crime.

44,

45.

How does the local business owner feel
about projects that improve the appearance
of the city?

o A. They are good when done in the best
locations.

, B. They are always @ waste of taxpayer
money.

 C. The city parks are good enough the
way they are.

o D. They have no impact on local business.

Which of the following would the two writers
most likely agree on?

< A. Improving Glenwood Public Parks will
have an immediate impact on local
business.

¢y B. Investing in our community is important
for the future of Glenwood.

5 C. The parks would be used regularty if
they were in petter repal.

o D. Public activities are more important
than encouraging new local business.
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Questions 46 through 49 refer to the following
paragraphs,

Sick Building Syndrome

[setect....* | Do you experience symptoms
such as coughing, Sneezing, Nausea, headaches

and difficulty breathing? Do these (select... -] If 50,
you may be working in a sick building.
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often feel sick when at you’re work-
place?

_ often feel sickly when at your work-

place?

_ often feel sick when at your workplace?
_ often feeling sick when at your work-

symptoms seem 1o disappear magically
once you leave work?

. symptoms seem o disappear once you

leave work magically?

. symptoms seems 10 disappear once

you leave work magically?

. symptoms seem 1o disappear once

magically you leave work?

48.

49,

On the other hand, [sete

I

.~} the syndrome.

& A. an older building isn't necessarily
immune to

O B. an older isn't necessarily immune to

¢ C. an older isn't necessarily immune too

¢ D. an older building isn’t necessarily
immune, to

Even if [ssiect... -} originally opened to let in
fresh air, adding insulation, caulking, and
weather stripping at a later date may have
made the windows airtight.

O A. them
OB, it

O C. the building

O D. the windows
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Questions 50 through 53 refer to the
following fiyer,

Save Compton Point!

. (A)

(1) Compton Point, home to many animal
species that are threatened with extinction,
now faces a threat of its own, (2) Developers
are attempting to change the Zoning in order to
build a hotel, a tourist center, and an observation
tower. (3) If they succeed in getting the rights to
build, construction will begin next August.

(B) ‘

(4) Sam Wanamaker, director of the Society
for the Protection of Nature, warns that con-
struction of the development is likely to drive out
more than 30 animal species that live on the

point. (5) (s

lect.,.i”

(C)

(6) The Compton Point area is zoned as nat-
ural parkland. (7) There are several other areas in
the county that are zoned as natural parkland.
(8) However, because this project is potentially
S0 lucrative for the city, the zoning board seems
to be bending to the will of the developers.
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(D)

(9) Developers argue that the new jobs
[Select...i*| (10) Certainly, everyone in the
community agrees that the economy around
here could use g lift, but this is not the way to

do it,

(E)

(11) Register your opposition to the develop-
ment of Compton Point! (12) Come to a dem-
onstration at 10 a.m. on [seie~ (13) Bring signs
with slogans that tell how you feel. (14) A strong
turnout at this demonstration will send a mes-

sage to developers,




51.

52.

OA.

O B.

0 G,

o D.

Tourism increases both air pollution and
litter, which will further reduce the
animals’ chances for survival.

Air pollution from tourist traffic will
further reduce the animals’ chances for
survival, not to mention litter left behind
by floods of tourists.

Air pollution from tourist traffic and also
litter from tourists flooding through the
area will further reduce the animals’
chances for survival.

Tourism will further reduce animals’
chances for survival because of air pol-
lution from tourist traffic and floods of
litter from tourists.

Which revision would improve the effective-
ness of paragraph C?

O A,
< B.
O C.
O D.

remove sentence 6
move sentence 6 to follow sentence 7
remove senience 7
move sentence 7 to follow sentence 8

Developers argue that the new jobs [seiect... |

O A,

O B.

O C.

o D.

resulting from their development would
boost the region’s sagging economy,
and the influx of tourism would too.
and influx of tourism resulting from their
development would boost the region’s
sagging economy.

resulting from their development would
help along the economy of the region.
The influx of tourism would too.

and also the influx of tourism, that
would result from their development,
would cause the region’s economy to
boost.

53. Come to a demonstration at 10 a.m. on
[Setect....” |

QA
O B.
0 C.

0D,

Saturday, May 7, in front of the mayor’s
office 34 wilton road.

saturday, May 7, in front of the mayor’s
office, 34 Wilton road.

Saturday, may 7, in front of the mayor’s
office, 34 Wilton road.

Saturday, May 7, in front of the mayor’s
office, 34 Wilton Road.

End of Reasoning through _Language Arts Test

Answers and explanations begin on page 712.
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